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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 October 24, 2000 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Kasson, Whitehead, Samson and Kramer. Absent: None. 
Also in attendance: Denny Ward, Don Balkema, Sue Balkema, Nelson Hiestand, and Jan Vosburg.    
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Samson/Whitehead to adopt the agenda with the addition of three items: f. Appointment to the 
Fire Board, g.  Consideration of appointing  a zoning administrator,  and h.  Household Hazardous Waste 
contract. CARRIED Kasson/Samson moved to approve the September 26, 2000 regular meeting minutes 
as presented. CARRIED  Whitehead/Kasson moved to approve the September 26, 2000 closed meeting 
minutes.  CARRIED 
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
 
6. No Assessor report 
7. No Zoning Administrator’s Report 
8. Samson/Whitehead moved to accept the fire report for September.  CARRIED 
  
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
No comments were offered. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

a. A motion was made by Whitehead and supported by Samson to authorize the Supervisor and the 
Clerk to sign the Gull Lake Sewer franchise as amended. Roll Call Vote: Kasson – Y; Whitehead 
– Y; Bell – Y; Samson – Y; Kramer – Y.  CARRIED 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. After some explanation of the approval process, Kasson/ Whitehead moved to support the P.A. 
116 application of Jan Vosburg.  CARRIED 

b. Whitehead/Samson moved to appoint Prein/Newhof as Township Engineer subject to a yearly 
review.  CARRIED 

c. The Board discussed whether there was any interest on the part of the township residents in a Web 
site, the cost of the site and how the site would be set up and maintained.  Samson/Whitehead 
moved to table action on authorization of a Web site until more information could be gathered.  
CARRIED 

d. Planning Commission member Nelson Hiestand, having some experience with fence viewing 
laws, volunteered to review materials pertaining to the law.  Whitehead/Samson moved to table 
action on appointing a fence viewer while Nelson Hiestand does his review.  CARRIED 

e. Whitehead/ Samson moved to send Don Balkema, Chuck Kasson, and Linda Kramer to the 
Michigan Township Association’s Newly-Elected Officials Training Session scheduled for 
Thursday,  December 14, 2000.  CARRIED 
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f. After a brief review of his application, Samson/Kasson moved to appoint Jason Gilmer to fill the 
vacancy on the Fire Board for the balance of the term.  CARRIED 

g. The Board considered appointing Associated Government Services as zoning administrator for the 
township.  AGS would be responsible for performing all zoning functions including enforcement. 
 AGS would be paid a monthly retainer of $150.00 and would charge $40.00 an hour for 
commercial review.  Whitehead/Kasson moved to appoint AGS as zoning administrator as long as 
Ed VanderVries, who currently handles some of the functions of zoning administrator, is not 
interested in full time duties as zoning administrator.  CARRIED 

h. Kasson/Samson moved to authorize the Supervisor and the Clerk to sign Hazardous Household 
Waste agreements for January through December, 2001.  CARRIED  

   
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran reported that township Par Funds will be applied to the North 36th Street project in 2001.  He also 
reported that he had sent a letter to the Michigan Township Association concerning the Let Local Votes Count 
initiative and had received a return letter that explained MTA’s position.  The township also received a 
complimentary e-mail message from Don Elzinga concerning the improved appearance of the township hall. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Year to Date receipts: $223,363.75, disbursements: $125,808.79, transfers to savings to general fund: 
($3,796.62), General fund balance: $176,256.87, Beginning balance was $82,498.53, Received since 
September Board meeting $125,995.38. Kasson/Samson moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for October as 
received. CARRIED 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
 
Art, reporting on the Landfill Committee meeting, indicated that trees are supposed to be planted and that 
the KVG Group will be increasing the size of the lines from the cells from two to four inches.  Fran 
reported that Grant funds would probably be available November 1st.  Jim reported on the Firefighters 
training session that he attended.  He also announced that the mail slot was installed in the south door of 
the township hall.  Chuck thanked Jim for all his work on the improvements to the township hall and 
indicated that the Planning Commission had made progress on the PUD requirements. Linda covered the 
contaminant source inventory, the water quality monitoring project and the education proposals of the 
Wellhead Protection Program. On behalf of the Board, Fran thanked Art for all his contributions to the 
governing process while he has been trustee.  He also indicated that the Fall Trash Pickup was not well 
attended and suggested that in the spring we might try curbside pickup.  He reported that the new zoning 
ordinance took effect October 14, 2000.  Regarding court action on the Speedway, he asked whether we 
wanted to send one more letter to Mr. Warning telling him that if there were one more violation we would 
initiate court action.  The Board agreed that to maintain the credibility of the ordinance we had to proceed 
as previously agreed. 
  
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
Samson/Kasson moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their respective 
amounts.  CARRIED 
  
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
Whitehead/Samson moved to adjourn at 9:02 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


